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Eleven-year-old Boel moves effortlessly through the 
social currents of an inner-city school — until a quiet 
encounter with Lucy, a solitary girl on the margins, 
begins to shift something inside her. What starts as 
a tentative connection, sparked by music and shared 
silence, slowly builds into an unexpected bond. But in a 
world where cruelty is currency and empathy must be 
learned, Boel’s longing to belong pulls her in another 
direction.

Lucy is an intimate portrait of childhood, class, and the 
moral lines we draw far too early. A quiet, poetic, and 
unsparing story about shame, silence, and the quiet 
ache of wanting to be seen.

Synopsis
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Lucy is a story about empathy — how it’s learned, how 
it’s withheld, and what happens when no one shows us 
the way.

At the heart of the film is Boel, an eleven-year-old girl 
navigating loneliness, peer pressure, and a desperate 
need to connect. Her choices are shaped by a silent 
class divide and an adult world that has stopped paying
attention.

This film is rooted in a belief that children are not 
emotional blanks waiting to be filled, but full, complex 
beings — fierce, fragile, and intuitive — still learning 
how to navigate right and wrong. Too often, cinema 
simplifies them. I wanted instead to honour their depth 
and contradictions.

The world of Lucy belongs entirely to the children. It is 
unfiltered, unsoftened — brutal and intimate, coded 
and poetic. A world where a pair of designer shoes can 
mean power, and a shared boba tea becomes an act of 
trust. I was drawn to the quiet choreography of school 
life — the rituals of belonging, the sharp geometry of 
exclusion, and the silences that say more than words 
ever could.

Stand By Me was the most important film of my own 
childhood. It taught me about friendship, loyalty, and 
restraint. Lucy speaks to that legacy, but it walks in the 
opposite direction. It asks: what if no one teaches you 
how to be good? What if no one sees you in time?

Visually and tonally, I leaned into a quiet naturalism — 
soft daylight, long takes, minimal score. I wanted to let 
the children lead, to create a space where their inner 
lives could unfold without judgment. Even in the film’s 
most difficult moments, Lucy resists sensationalism. 
Instead, it listens.

This is a small film about big things: shame, longing, 
cruelty, and the quiet possibility of redemption.

It leaves us with a painful question — what if no one ever 
teaches you how to love? — and invites us to sit with 
that question, without looking away and it asks us to 
stay there, and truly see what we might have missed.

Director's
statement
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Dea Saračević has been active in the film industry 
since 2008, with a strong background across creative 
and production roles. She has worked as a Director’s 
Assistant, Casting Director, and later as a Producer on 
a wide range of projects including short films, music 
videos, commercials, as well as the development of 
television series and feature films. Her credits include 
Josef Fares’ Farsan, the internationally acclaimed 
series The Bridge, Anna Odell’s The Reunion (Venice 
Film Festival), and the multi-award-winning short 
JUCK, which received recognition at Berlinale, Seattle
International Film Festival, and Festival du Nouveau 
Cinéma and still runs at festivals around the
world after 7 years on the road.

Dea graduated from the prestigious screenwriting 
program at "Alma" in December 2023. She currently 
holds a two-year artistic residency at Transit 
(2023–2025), and in September 2024, she was awarded 
a two-week residency at the Ingmar Bergman Estate 
on Fårö (Bergman Island) to further develop her debut 
feature film.

Her short documentary Silver City, filmed on location 
in New Mexico, premiered in fall 2024 and went on to 
win "Best Short" and "Best Sound" at the Tempo Film 
Festival 2025. She is currently in pre production for her 
next short film, Silence, scheduled for production in
November 2025.

Dea Saračević
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Even before the script for Lucy was written, Dea had 
a clear vision of making a movie about the delicate 
balance between belonging and integrity. Through 
Boel's journey, she found the space to explore the 
invisible hierarchies of childhood and the silent, but 
strong, bonds that shape us.

Throughout the production, we have constantly strived 
for a realistic feel in both imagery and acting. With 
naturalistic cinematography, subtle storytelling and 
close collaboration with our young actors, we wanted to 
create a film that feels both personal and universal.

Through Dea's close collaboration with child 
psychologists and her emotional intelligence, Lucy has
managed to create an authentic and heart-wrenching 
story through small and subtle means, rooted in an 
authenticity that I, as a producer, wanted to protect 
throughout the process.

The film is an invitation to reflect on the choices we 
make in silence - and how they shape us. We hope 
it moves and sparks conversations about courage, 
friendship, and the blow a child's quest to fit in can take 
to their integrity and conscience.

2025.04.04
Joel Rostmark

Producer's
statement
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